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better understand the social, economic, legal,
and political complexity of AI/AN realities, be-
fore related legislation is brought to the House
floor for a vote. As congressional history dem-
onstrates, the decisions to make as Rep-
resentatives can either positively or negatively
impact AI/AN people, and their nations, tribes,
bands, villages, and communities.

For example, between 1887 and 1934, the
U.S. Government took over 90 million acres of
land from American Indians without com-
pensation—including sacred lands. More re-
cently, between 1945 and 1968, Congress de-
cided that Federal recognition and assistance
to more than 100 tribes should be terminated.
This termination policy created economic dis-
aster for many American Indians, and their na-
tions, resulting in millions of acres of valuable
natural resource land being lost through tax
forfeiture sales. This is a primary reason why
AI/AN families have the biggest poverty level
of any group in the country, at a rate of 31
percent on some Indian reservations.

By holding hearings on the impact of legisla-
tion related to American Indians and Alaska
Natives, Congress moved to rectify its prior
decisions by passing self-determination and
self-governance policies. As a result of such
policies, AI/AN nations and villages have
greater control over their lands and resources.
They have made great strides toward revers-
ing the economic blight that resulted from pre-
vious Federal policies, and have revived their
unique cultures and nations.

Congress must withstand pressure from
those individuals and groups that call for back
tracking to old AI/AN policies, such as termi-
nation and reduction of AI/AN sovereign rights.
We must acknowledge and learn from our
mistakes, and not repeat them in the future
because AI/AN nations and people are relying
upon our commitments.

The United States Constitution recognizes
that American Indian Nations are sovereign
governments. Hundreds of treaties, the Su-
preme Court, the President, and the Congress
have repeatedly affirmed that Indian nations
retain their inherent powers of self-govern-
ment. In addition, the U.S. Government is
committed to a trustee relationship with the In-
dian nations. This trust relationship requires
the Federal Government to exercise the high-
est degree of care with tribal and Indian lands
and resources.

Sacred lands, and ceremonies associated
with those lands, are a necessary expression
of AI/AN spirituality, and often are key to indi-
vidual an collective wellness. This necessity is
situated deep in the ancient history of these
Indian nations and maintains a prominent
place in the fact-based stories hand down
from one generation to another. Since the
coming of the Europeans to these shores in
the late 14th century, these sacred lands have
been subject to intrusion and disturbance as
settlers laid claim to lands of the AI/AN peo-
ple.

In 1978, Congress passed the American In-
dian Religious Freedom Act, recognizing the
necessity of upholding the protection of AI/AN
spirituality within the ambit of the religious
freedom guaranteed by the first amendment to
the United States Constitution. Unfortunately,
litigation in the courts since then to safeguard
sacred lands, and the ceremonies associated
with those lands, has for the most part been
unsuccessful.

Rather than safeguard sacred lands, these
cases have upheld multiple intrusions upon

them and maintained a history of subordina-
tion of AI/AN spirituality to the interests of
dominating groups. Federal Government rep-
resentatives, leaders of historic religions, and
judiciary members must develop more toler-
ance and expand their definitions of what con-
stitutes a proper sacred place.

Culture and legal scholar, Davis Mayberry-
Lewis, writes:

American Indian religions consider the
earth as sacred, whereas the secular culture
that surrounds them considers the earth to
be real estate. It is hard for the strong to
give up their ingrained habit of overpowering
the weak, but it is essential if we are to
make multiethnic societies like our own
work with a minimum of civility.

Anthropologist Elizabeth Brandt states:
The free practice of many Indian religions

requires privacy and undisturbed access to
culturally and religiously significant sites
and their resources. It is irrevocably tied to
specific places in the world which derive
their power and sacred character from their
natural undisturbed state.

Ultimately, how free are we, really, if the
first religions of our great country cannot be
protected? I also ask you, what if, despite your
objections to the contrary, your spiritual place
was being bull dozed for economic activity or
spiked for scaling purposes? How would you
feel, what would you think and what would you
do?

Therefore I strongly support H.R. 2085, the
Valley of Chiefs Native American Sacred Site
Preservation Act, which would safeguard an
area very sacred to a number of Indian tribes,
and ask that my colleagues support this bill as
well.

I also call for additional Sacred Land legisla-
tion to be developed in consultation with In-
dian Country. Furthermore, the establishment
of a governmentwide, effective, and com-
prehensive procedure that safeguards the loss
of further AI/AN sacred lands must be en-
acted. We must move swiftly in conjunction
with AI/AN nations before more sacred lands,
such as Mt. Shasta and Medicine Lake of
California, Devil’s Tower, and Black Hills of
South Dakota, to name a few, are further
desecrated and damaged.
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Mr. BONIOR. Mr. Speaker, the German-
American Heritage Foundation International
gathered for their 6th Annual Dinner and Musi-
cal Cabaret on April 6, 2002, to celebrate an
evening of music, culture, and the life of Dr.
Eugene Carl Strobel. Dr. Strobel was a man
who touched the lives of so many in this com-
munity, who was devoted to his family and his
community. Dr. Strobel’s memory will continue
to be remembered and cherished after his
passing from this earth on November 21,
2001.

One of southeastern Michigan’s unsung he-
roes, Dr. Strobel was always a leader and an
activist in his community. As a family man,
university teacher, administrator, and an activ-
ist in humanitarian causes his entire life, Dr.
Strobel’s contributions left an indelible impres-

sion on us all. As one of the founders of De-
troit’s Wayne County Community College, an
administrator at both Eastern Michigan Univer-
sity and Lawrence Technological University,
and a pioneer of televised credit courses on
WTVS-TV, Dr. Strobel’s dedication to edu-
cation was unparalleled. A true civil rights ad-
vocate and activist for so many humanitarian
causes, Dr. Strobel devoted his life to working
for peace and equality in his community and
beyond.

Finally, Dr. Strobel demonstrated out-
standing commitment to his German heritage
and worked tirelessly to bring together the
German American community. As founding
president of the German American Heritage
Foundation International, Dr. Strobel worked
tirelessly to organize programs and actively
support several committees to promote Ger-
man culture and traditions. Bringing together
members of the German American community,
Dr. Strobel was instrumental in coordinating
projects with the German Consulate, the Ger-
man American Chamber of Commerce,
DaimlerChrysler, and many other businesses
and corporations.

Dr. Strobel has always given 100 percent in
every aspect of his life; his work, his commu-
nity, his family, and his friends. Those who
had the pleasure of knowing him and the ben-
efit of working with him will continue to re-
member him as a dedicated, faithful friend. He
will truly be missed.

I invite my colleagues to please join me in
paying tribute to one of the most influential
citizens of southeastern Michigan, and saluting
him for his exemplary years of care and serv-
ice.
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Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, I ask my col-
leagues to rise today to recognize Madeleine
H. Berman, as the Detroit Zoological Society
establishes the Madeleine Berman Academy
for Humane Education. The Academy has
been established in recognition of both a gen-
erous grant from the Mandell L. and Mad-
eleine H. Berman Support Foundation and
Madeleine ‘‘Madge’’ Berman’s lifelong commit-
ment to the promotion of the Arts and Human-
ities.

Madge is a Detroit native, who has worked
tirelessly on behalf of the Arts in Metro Detroit,
the State of Michigan and, indeed, the Nation.
She was a pioneer in the establishment of a
number of activities and organizations, both lo-
cally and state-wide, now recognized as ‘‘insti-
tutions’’ of our art community. As a member of
New Detroit’s Arts Committee, she helped es-
tablish the first Detroit Arts Council and served
as one of the seven original members of that
board. She pioneered efforts for the Leg-
endary WTVS Public Television Auction and
she participated in creating the Friends of
WDET, Detroit Public Radio. She served for
almost a decade on the Michigan Council of
the Arts.

In 1984, President Clinton appointed her to
the President’s Committee for the Arts and
Humanities. In addition to many other boards,
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